
   TOWN OF NORRIDGEWOCK

   SELECTMEN’S MEETING

MINUTES
WEDNESDAY MAY 5, 2010
                           6:00 PM
Attendance: Vice Chairman Richard Holt, Selectmen Laura Lorette, Tom Lint and Victor Jepson.  Town Manager Michelle Flewelling. Office Clerk Sharon Dodge and citizens listed on the attached attendance sheet.  Absent:  Chairman Ronald Frederick.

1. CALL TO ORDER.
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Vice Chairman Richard Holt.

2. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG.
3. REVIEW/APPROVE MINUTES OF APRIL 21, 2010.
Selectman Lorette made a motion to approve the minutes of April 21, 2010.  Seconded by Selectman Jepson.  Motion Passed.

4. SELECTMEN’S REPORTS.   

Selectman Lint said a citizen contacted him regarding Town owned property.  They wanted to know what is essential what is not.  Michelle will see that he gets a more detailed list of the properties.
5. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT.
See Attached.

6. DISCUSSION/ACTION ON RECREATION COMMITTEE.
Bob Christen asked why the Board of Selectmen decided against going with the recommendations of the Recreation Committee when appointing a new member for the opening on that committee.  He said the recreation committee had spent between 1.5 and 2 hours going over the volunteer applications and chose the applicant who they felt was most qualified for the position.  He stated he did not know either of the applicants, but others on the committee did and part of their decision was based on the work this individual had done voluntarily for the recreation programs in the past.  He asked why the Board of Selectman would ask this committee to review these applications and make recommendations if they were just going to ignore the recommendations and appoint who they wanted.
Selectman Lint and Selectman Lorette said they felt confident that they had chosen the individual who they felt would bring diversity to the committee and they would stand by their decision.
Several residents spoke on the issue, mostly trying to clarify the positions of both boards when making these recommendations and appointments.
Bob Christen asked that if Coaches and volunteers need to have background checks, the Selectmen should also get background checks.  Selectmen all agreed they would be willing to do that.
7. DISCUSSION/-ACTION ON WASTE MANAGEMENT PERMITS.

Selectman Lorette made a motion to request a public hearing in Norridgewock regarding the Waste Management permits, to give the citizens information and allow them to ask questions and voice concerns.  Seconded by Selectman Jepson.  Motion passed.

Dave Jarvis speaking for Waste Management said he would like to recommend that Selectmen go to the facility and see what goes on and what actually happens when disposing of the medical waste.

8. DISCUSSION/ACTION ON FEES.
Selectmen Jepson made a motion to approve the attached fees for commitment book cd’s and for cutting edges.  Seconded by Selectman Lorette.  Motion Passed.

9. DISCUSSION/ACTION ON TOWN OFFICE BASEMENT.
Selectman Lorette made a motion to wait on making a decision until we have a written estimate from Paul Davis Restoration that was interested in doing the work.  Seconded by Selectman Jepson.  Motion Passed.
10. DISCUSSION/ACTION ON APPOINTMENTS.
Cemetery Committee –    Charlotte Curtis      




Lucille Greer





Michelle Flewelling  
Selectman Lorette made a motion to appoint the above people to the Cemetery Committee.  Seconded by Selectman Jepson.  Motion Passed.

Recreation Board Member – Roxie Wallace -  Selectman Lorette made a motion to appoint.  Seconded by Selectman Lint.  Motion Passed.
Budget Committee – Two applicants were interested in being appointed.  Sally Wilder and Etta Tappan.  Selectman Jepson made a motion to appoint Sally Wilder to the Budget Committee.  Seconded by Selectman Lint.  Motion passed.
11. DISCUSSION/ACTION ON SANDY RIVER ROAD.

Michelle said they priced gates to block off Sandy River Road at Tractor Supply at $60 and they would need 4.  Jim Hilton said he would lend the gates to the Town if he were allowed access through them.
Michelle read the attached estimates which were requested by Selectmen regarding the costs for moving the road over.  

Diane Gogan asked when we put fish above people’s livelihood and life.  The question was regarding the Hilton Farm that is being impacted by the road closure.  US Inland Fisheries and Wildlife has advised the US Army Corp of Engineers to not allow road stabilization work until after July 1, 2010 when spawning season has ended.
Jim Hilton submitted info that his aunt received from Ernie Hilton regarding the adoption of the Sandy River Road by the Town of Starks in 1795.  At that time, the Sandy River Road was adopted as a 4 rod (approx. 66 ft) width road.
Selectman Lorette said she feels that one lane of the road is stable and would like to see the road opened up to Mr. Hilton.  Maine Municipal Association does not recommend allowing anyone to pass through even with a legal document.  She would like for Mr. Hilton to sign off liability if he is allowed to bring his equipment through, but MMA legal has advised the Town against this.  Stating that Mr. Hilton cannot sign off on his heirs or his workers.  Mr. Hilton agreed that he could not do that.  Selectman Jepson asked if the employee’s would sign a waiver.  Selectman Lorette stated we need to allow the Hiltons to go through.

Selectman Lorette made a motion to put up gates and allow Jim Hilton and Emergency vehicles access.

Seconded by Selectman Jepson.  Michelle said she would not be doing her job if she didn’t make sure the Selectmen understood that they were putting the Town at a huge liability if they were to move forward with this decision.  MMA Legal and all of the professionals that have been hired by the town have stated that the road is unsafe and unstable, as well as all of the Federal and State professionals working on this project have recommended against it.  The Town stands a chance of incurring huge Federal and State fines, law suits, and the possibility of losing their insurance, FEMA money and also future grant money. Vice Chairman Richard Holt stated he is all for doing whatever they can to help the Hiltons but he will not vote to allow them access against the recommendations of the Lawyers and Professionals because his job is to vote in the interest of the entire town and he feels this is not in the best interest of the town.  The vote passed 2 to 1 with Selectman Lorette and Selectman Jepson voting in favor and Selectman Lint opposed.  Vice Chairman Holt did not vote.
12. DISCUSSION ACTION TO APPROVE MAY 5, 2010 WARRANTS.
Selectman Lint made a motion to approve the May 5, 2010 warrants.  Seconded by Vice Chairman Holt.  Motion Passed.

13. OTHER BUSINESS/PUBLIC COMMENT.   (LIMITED TO 2 MINUTES)
14. ADJOURNMENT.

Selectman Jepson made a motion to adjourn at 7:56 PM.  Seconded by Selectman Lint.  Motion Passed.

Approved


May 19, 2010








