
 TOWN OF NORRIDGEWOCK

   EMERGENCY SELECTMEN’S MEETING

MINUTES
WEDNESDAY [TUESDAY as amended]  MAY 4, 2010
                           6:00 PM
Attendance: Chairman Ronald Frederick, Vice Chairman Richard Holt, Selectmen Laura Lorette and Victor Jepson. Town Manager Michelle Flewelling. Office Clerk Sharon Dodge, and citizens listed on the attached attendance sheet.  Absent:  Selectman Tom Lint. [Attendance added as amended]

1. CALL TO ORDER.
The meeting was called to order at 3:15 PM by Chairman Frederick.

2. DISCUSSION/ACTION ON SANDY RIVER ROAD.
The Chairman called the emergency meeting to see how the Selectmen would like the Town Manager to proceed with issues on Sandy River Road.  Someone has been removing the rocks that the highway crew keeps placing to close the road.  The road is falling into the river and the Town has been forced to close the road until it can be stabilized.  The US Inland Fisheries and Wildlife have recommended to the Army Corp of Engineers that they not allow the stabilization until after July 1, 2010 when spawning season is over.  
Summit Engineering was at the site last Thursday and said someone had again opened the road to thru traffic and they were doing testing and found that the road was actively moving and was unsafe.

The Town has done everything in their power to keep the road closed, but someone keeps opening it and Michelle wants to know how the Selectmen would like her to proceed.
Selectman Holt made a motion to have the Sheriff issue a warning.  No Second.

Selectman Lorette said she would like to see a gate put up and Jim Hilton allowed access to go through.  Michelle stated she would not be doing her job if she didn’t make sure Selectmen were aware of the implications of opening the road up to one person.  MMA Legal, and the environmental engineers advise against doing this. The Town could be faced with Federal and State fines, individual lawsuits, the loss of insurance and the loss of Federal and State funding by doing so.  
Selectman Lorette asked what the road planning committee has to say about this.  Michelle said the road planning committee has not been involved in this project.  Selectman Lorette wanted to know why not.

Selectmen discussed having a special Town Meeting to move the road over.  Selectman Lorette made a motion to have a special town meeting on June 8, 2010.  Seconded by Selectman Holt.  Motion Passed.

Town Clerk, Charlotte Curtis said the full warrant would need to be placed as a legal ad 3 times the week before the meeting.  Michelle said this would cost approximately $600.00.  Charlotte also stated it would be difficult for her if they were to have the town meeting on June 8, 2010 when she will be working at the polls all day that day.

Selectman Lorette made a motion to rescind the motion to have the town meeting on June 8, 2010.  Seconded by Vice Chairman Holt.  Motion Passed.

Chairman Frederick stated they could put a gate up and a sign on it but he would not vote to approve access to anyone without having something drawn up by the Town’s Attorney releasing the Town from any liability. 

The selectmen requested that information regarding the cost of moving the road over be made available at tomorrow nights regularly scheduled meeting.  Costs should include, surveys, appraisals, construction estimates, deed filings and closing costs to acquire land, gates to block the road and time tables for work and installation.

Michelle will attempt get the information as quickly as possible regarding the costs.  
3. ADJOURNMENT.
Selectman Holt made a motion to adjourn at 4:27 PM.  Seconded by Selectman Jepson.  Motion Passed.

Approved as amended May 19, 2010.









