 TOWN OF NORRIDGEWOCK

   SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
MINUTES
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 6, 2010
                           6:00 PM
Present:  Chairman Ron Frederick, Vice Chairman Matthew Schaeffer, Selectmen Richard Holt, Laura Lorette and Tom Lint.  Town Manager Michelle Flewelling, Office Clerk Sharon Dodge and citizens listed on the attached attendance sheet.

1. CALL TO ORDER.
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chairman Frederick

2. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG.
3. REVIEW/APPROVE MINUTES OF DECEMBER 16, 2009
Selectman Schaeffer made a motion to approve the minutes of December 16, 2009.  Seconded by Selectman Holt.  Motion Passed.

4. SELECTMEN’S REPORTS.   

Selectman Lorette asked if a letter had been sent regarding the buildings downtown.  Michelle said that she had not had a chance to meet with the CEO to discuss the issue and she needed to obtain more history before sending a letter to the property owner.  She would be meeting with the CEO first thing Thursday morning and the letter would go out then.  
Selectman Lorette asked what was happening with the replacement of the pillars downtown.  Michelle said that she had found out that the pillar is missing a piece and that the Highway foreman thought there was an insurance check to pay for the replacement.  Further investigation is required before anything can be done.
Selectman Holt said he got calls that Rt. 8 was slippery during the last snowstorm.  Michelle asked if the complaint was from the most recent storm or the one during the prior week.  Selectmen Holt thought it was from the prior week’s storm.  Michelle stated that she was aware of the issue and the road crew has worked hard at correcting the ice build up on Rt 8 and other roads, but temperatures have made the task difficult.
5. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT.
See attached.

Budget meeting Wednesday, Jan 13, 2010, Michelle is waiting on Matt to let her know what time he can make it.
Catherine Mettey, Resident Engineer of the MDOT Bridge Project has contacted the Town Manager regarding the upward lighting on the bridge.  She has asked if the Town would prefer a timer or dimmer for the lights.  The Town Manager has requested additional information regarding cost for the system.  Catherine stated that the Town would be responsible for the electricity; however, MDOT would take care of the equipment maintenance.  Town Manager should know more by the next meeting.


Michelle gave the Selectmen a list of positions open in the next election.

6. DISCUSSION/ACTION ON LD760.
Land purchased after 1989 cannot be used as a landfill.

Jeff McGown, says they are here to ask, if they apply for expansion, would they be able to continue in Norridgewock

Marla Bottesh said the State planning office denied the Juniper Ridge expansion.  Why does Waste Management want the expansion now?

Jeff McGown said the State planning office was the one that applied for the Juniper Ridge Public Benefit Hearing and that was denied by Maine DEP. 
The Town gets 1.57 per ton for waste coming into the town.  The State gets 5.00 per ton for certain waste coming into the town.  Ron wants to know why the State gets more than the Town gets when the State is limiting landfill facilities to only two towns.
Gloria, asked that the board get a copy of the Juniper Ridge Public Benefit Denial from the DEP before making a determination.

The State Planning Office has sent an e-mail stating that they will wait until they hear back from Norridgewock on the LD 760 issue and they would ask for an extension from the Legislatures Natural Resources Committee.

The gas to energy facility has applied for tax exemption status through the State of Maine Bureau of Taxation.  The Town Manager and the Assessors Agent will continue to monitor this process.

Selectman Schaeffer made a motion to table this discussion until they get further information and hopefully make a decision at the next meeting.  Seconded by Selectman Holt.

Roger Stinson asked that the board consider the cost to the citizens if the board were to deny the WM request.  He said Maine is known as unfriendly and it’s hurting the economy when businesses are denied rights.
7. DISCUSSION/ACTION ON MSAD #54 RESOLUTION.

Cathy Libby representing the School Board spoke defending the School Boards budget decisions.  She said she receives emails every week about things the State will be cutting for the next year.

Selectman asked for the percentage of wage increases during the vote last month.  2% was given.  He asked where the money came from; she said it was already in the budget in case they approved the wages during Union Negotiations.  22 people in administration were affected by the increase.

Norridgewock’s appropriation for the SAD #54 Budget will go down 1.20 percent if the budget stays the same next year.

Selectman Schaeffer made a motion to sign the resolution.  Seconded by Selectman Lorette.  Motion Passed.

Cathy asked if the Board would send a copy of the resolution to State Representatives that represent this town.

8. DISCUSSION ON CAL RIPKIN CHARTER.
Kerri Everett reported that the number of kids affected by the potential merger of the Cal Ripkin Charter was 44 kids at the beginning of the season, and 39 by the end of the season.  10 from Smithfield and Mercer.  Skowhegan Cal Ripkin has 84 players
Selectman Schaeffer made a motion to sign on the condition that Mercer and Smithfield agree.  Seconded by Selectman Lint.  Motion Passed.
9. DISCUSSION/ACTION ON 2007 TAX FORECLOSURES.
Selectman Schaeffer made a motion to table the tax foreclosures until the next meeting after the Sewer liens foreclosure deadline passes so that they may address all properties at the same time.  Seconded by Selectman Holt.  Motion Passed.

10. DISCUSSION ACTION TO APPROVE JANUARY 6, 2010 WARRANTS.
Selectman Holt made a motion to sign the warrants.  Seconded by Selectman Lorette.  Motion Passed.
11. OTHER BUSINESS/PUBLIC COMMENT.   (LIMITED TO 2 MINUTES)
Diane Gogan – mailbox was taken out during the snowstorm and wanted to thank whoever came up today and fixed it.  It was fixed by the Highway Crew.
Jake Sirois – disappointed through the years, opposed the dump originally and has opposed it for 35 years.  States that Selectmen should not believe what told regarding Waste Management.  

Valarie Coulombe  - Has the School Dept and Engineers ever sign off on school that it was finished?

Ventilation, holes for volleyball net, pond and doorknobs.  Warm in Gym, cannot turn heat down.
12. EXECUTIVE SESSION PER 1.MRSA 405 6A.PERSONNEL MATTER.

Selectman Holt made a motion to go into Executive Session at 7:46 PM.  Second by Selectmen Schaeffer.  Motion Passed.
Selectman Schaeffer made a motion to come out of executive session at 7:46 PM.  Seconded by Selectman Lorette.  Motion Passed.
13. ADJOURNMENT.

Selectman Lint made a motion to adjourn at 8:06 PM.  Seconded by Selectman Lorette.  Motion Passed.
Approved


January 20, 2010








