 TOWN OF NORRIDGEWOCK

   SELECTMEN’S MEETING

MINUTES
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 20, 2010
                           6:00 PM
Attendance:  Chairman Ronald Frederick, Selectmen Richard Holt, Laura Lorette, and Tom Lint.  Town Manager Michelle Flewelling, Office Clerk Sharon Dodge and citizens listed on the attached attendance sheet.  Absent:  Vice Chairman, Matthew Schaeffer.
1. CALL TO ORDER.
The meeting was called to order at 6:05 PM by Chairman Frederick.

2. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG.
3. REVIEW/APPROVE MINUTES OF JANUARY 6, 2010
Selectman Holt made a motion to approve the minutes of January 6, 2010.  Seconded by Selectmen Lorette.  Motion Passed.

4. SELECTMEN’S REPORTS.   

Selectman Holt:  Was on River Road last night.  Looked good compared to Skowhegan end.  Thanks to the Highway Crew.  
5. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT.
See attached.

6. DISCUSSION/ACTION ON LD760.
Reviewed Juniper Ridge Public Benefit Determination Old Town denial.  One of the reasons for denial, Tipping fees lower than anyone else in the State creating a demand, also Juniper Ridge chose not to build an appropriate berm which resulted in 900,000 cubic yards loss of capacity.
How much landfill space in the State of Maine?  How much at Crossroads.  2007 fill rates would have lasted the state till 2015.  DEP July 4254517 cubic yards capacity.

How much out of state waste?    Existing State space will last till 2015.  Extended since?? This has been extended due to lower volume of collection.  The State is currently working on new projections.
Juniper Ridge is not permitted to take out of state waste, however if construction debris is brought into the state and processed in Lewiston, than its by-product is considered in state waste and can than be accepted a Juniper Ridge.  Out of State waste goes directly to a facility from out of State.  If it goes some place to be processed first, it is considered in State Waste.

Maine Energy        




2006-136472          2007-117320
MSW-PERC
                                                            2006-2932                2007-37148
MSW Landfilled-comercial Landfills
   

2006-7547
       2007-8576
CDD Landfilled-Pine Tree


            2006-259310
       2007-290493
CDD Landfilled-Crossroads

                        2006-4385
       2007-3043
2006 and 2007 the biggest amount of out of State Waste went to Hamden, and now that Hamden is closed should go to Juniper Ridge.
Medical Waste? Waste Management has been approved for an emergency “One Time” permit to accept medical waste.  “One Time” does not mean 1 truck 1 day; it means that they are allowed to accept the waste for a time frame not greater than 6 months.  The emergency filing status exempts Waste Management from the public hearing process, however a copy of the application needs to be sent to the Town before the application is approved.  That step in the process was missed.  The Town did receive a copy of the permit, however it was after approval.  The medical waste goes through a sterilization process, an autoclave, before leaving Pittsfield.  If Crossroads was to accept this waste long term, the hearing process would apply.
Conversation surrounding the medical waste acceptance process and LD 760 continued.

Gloria Frederick:  late November, early December.  She was told Waste Management would be accepting Medical Waste.

She contacted Sherwood who said he hadn’t heard about it, and he referred to Jeff who hadn’t heard about it either.  Jeff called end of December, they had put in an application and were accepting the Waste.  Gloria said Town needs to get the application so they have all the information.

Jeff McGown:  Company had no communication with that business prior being contacted by Gloria.  They got a 6 month emergency approval and the company has not applied at this time for a long term license.

If it cannot ever go to Juniper Ridge it will still be subject to regular application process, with public hearing.

How much if it passes, and how much relates to crossroads landfill.

Ron Frederick – Waste Management has 12 yrs capacity, need 6 years for expansion process.  

Concerns why the Town was not notified.  Why is a representative from another area putting in this bill instead of one of our representatives?
Gloria Frederick – State has a solid waste plan – where to get a copy. She told the Board needs to talk with the State and with WMI to get a copy of the State Plan.

Another landfill in State is getting more than Norridgewock is getting by quite a bit.

Ron Frederick:  WMI has disclosed which properties they are thinking about buying, why can’t they disclose those to the town.  Jeff says he can.

The properties they are looking to buy are owned by Keating Group and Chris Clark.  No plans to expand, but people are willing to sell and Waste Management wants to know if they will be able to expand in the future if they buy these properties.
Juniper Ridge: 7 years

WMI: 10 to 12 years

Waste Management does not take much out of State Waste because they have facilities south of us.  It makes no sense to truck waste past those facilities to Norridgewock.  Juniper Ridge does not have that luxury.  They don’t have facilities south so the waste is trucked to Juniper Ridge.

Laura Lorette -  How will this benefit Norridgewock?  Jeff McGown - Continue to provide a benefit in tax dollars and host benefits.
Ron Frederick:  Needs to be things in the law that strengthens the Towns position.  The State, WMI, and the Town need to meet before these laws are passed.


      Tipping fees for Old Town.
1.85 a ton and Alton gets .15 a ton

Making sure that whatever the Town responds that they be made aware that the Town needs to be    informed

Selectman Lorette made a motion to send a letter to the State Planning Office and Representatives stressing the Towns disappointment in the States handling of this issue.  Also include citizens concerns and state that Waste Management has been a good neighbor so far.  Chairman Frederick wants it strongly stated that the town was not part of the process when this bill was presented and the town was not informed.  Seconded by Selectman Holt.  Motion Passed.  Michelle will draft a letter and have it ready for Selectmen’s review before the next meeting.  
7. DISCUSSION/ACTION ON BACKGROUND CHECK FOR MINORS.
Selectman Lorette made a motion to do background checks only on volunteers over the age of 18 that work with town programs.  Seconded by Selectman Holt.  Motion Passed.

8. DISCUSSION/ACTION ON 2009 TOWN REPORT 
A. BIDS

Selectman Holt made a motion to go with Skowhegan Press in the amount of $2040 with a color    picture on the cover.  Seconded by Selectman Lorette.  Motion Passed.

B. DEDICATION

Selectman Lint made a motion to dedicate the 2009 Town Report to Herbie Libby.  Seconded by Selectman Holt.  Motion Passed.

C. COVER

Selectman Lorette made a motion to put the new school on the cover.  Seconded by Selectman Holt.  Motion Passed.

9. DISCUSSION/ACTION ON TAX AND SEWER FORECLOSURES.
Selectman Holt made a motion include the water districts foreclosures   outstanding bills in the process.  No Second.

Selectman Lint made a motion to start procedures for the foreclosures.  Seconded by Selectman Holt.  Motion Passed.

10. DISCUSSION/ACTION ON 2010 BUDGET PROPOSAL.

Selectman Lorette made a motion to hold another budget workshop to review the budget.  Seconded by Selectman Lint.  Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2010 at 6:00 PM.  Motion Passed.

11. DISCUSSION/ACTION ON TOWN EQUIPMENT.

Selectman made a motion to put the two items out for sealed bid.  Seconded by Selectman Holt.  Motion Passed.

Need the items list.

1950-1960 drill press

the broken lawn mowing deck from the Kiote Tractor

12. DISCUSSION ACTION TO APPROVE JANUARY 20, 2010 WARRANTS.
Selectman Holt made a motion to sign the January 20, 2010 warrants.  Seconded by Selectman Lorette.  Motion Passed.

13. OTHER BUSINESS/PUBLIC COMMENT.   (LIMITED TO 2 MINUTES)
Erin Rhoda from Central Maine Morning Sentinel asked questions about Waste Management filing for tax exemption from the gas to energy plant.  Waste Management is allowed to apply for a tax exemption because of the gas to energy plant.  This would affect property taxes with the town but no one knows how much at this time.  She also asked about the meeting in October concerning LD 760 that the town was not informed about until after the fact.  The Bill was put forth by Representative Duchene of Hudson.  Waste Managements permit for medical waste until the end of June.

14. ADJOURNMENT.

Selectman Lint made a motion to adjourn at 8:05 PM.  Seconded by Selectmen Holt.  Motion Passed.

Approved


February 3, 2010








